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Defpicere unde queas alios, paffimque videre 
Errare, atque viam palantes querere vita. 
LucreT. 


S2 HOSE parents, who are unable to give 
their fons an eftate, regard the educating 

eae them to one of the three great profeffions 
eee of Law, Phyfic, and Divinity, as putting 
= them in the high road to acquire one. 


Hence it happens, that nineteen parts out of twenty of our 
young men are brought up with a view to Lambeth, the 
Seals, or Warwick-Lane. But alas! their hopes and ex- 
pectations of rifing by their profeffions are often fruftrated, 
and the furprizing numbers engaged in running the fame 
race neceffarily joftle one another. For though the courts 
of juftice are tolerably fupplied with matters of litigation; 

Vor, IL. Z2zz though 








—— 


698 Th CONNOISSEUR. No. 116, 


though there are many invalids and valetudinarians; and 
though great part of England is laid out into church pre- 
ferments ; yet there is not in all the kingdom fufficient 
matter for legal contention to employ a tenth part of thofe 
who have been trained to engrofs deeds in their chambers, 
or to harangue at the bar: the number of patients bears no 
proportion to the fwarms of the Faculty, nor would it, 
though a confultation were to fit on every fick man, like 
carrion-flies upon a carcafe: and the prodigious number of 
reverend Divines infinitely exceeds that of thofe bifhopricks, 
deaneries, prebends, rettories, vicarages, &c. which, when 
they are ordained, they conceive it to be part of their holy 
office to fill. From thefe frequent failures in each of the 
profeffions, the younger fons of great men often with they 
had been permitted to difgrace the family by fome mer- 
cantile, or more plebeian occupation ; while the fon of the 
mechanic curfes the pride of his father, who inftead of 
fecuring him a livelihood in his own bufinefs, has con- 
demned him to ftarve in pudding-fleeves, that he might do 
honour to his relations by being a gentleman. 


Tue Three Profeffions being thus crouded with more 
candidates for bufinefs and preferment, than can poffibly 
be employed or promoted, has occafioned feveral irregula- 
rities in the conduct of the followers of each of them. The 
utter impoffibility of fupporting themfelves in the ufual 
method of practifing Law, Phyfic, or Divinity, without 
clients, patients, or parifhioners, has induced the labourers 
in each of thofe vocations to feek out new veins and 
branches. The young Solicitor, who finds he has nothing 
to do, now he is out of his clerkthip, offers his affiftance, in 
the tranfaétion of all law affairs, by the public papers, and 
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like the advertifing taylors promifes to work cheaper than any 
of his brethren: while the young Barrifter, after having 
exhibited his tye-wig in Wefminfter-Hall, during feveral 
terms, to no purpofe, is obliged to forego the hope of ri- 
valling Murray and Coke, and content himfelf with being 
the oracle of the courts of ‘famaica, The graduate in me- 
dicine, finding himfelf unfolicited for prefcription or advice, 
and likely to ftarve by practifing Phyfic /ecundim artem, 
flies in the face of the college, and profeffes to cure all dif- 
eafes by noffrums unmentioned in the difpenfatory. He com- 
mences a thriving quack, and foon makes his way through 
the important medical degrees of walking on foot, riding on 
horfeback, difpenfing his drugs from an one-horfe-chaife, 
and laftly lolling in a chariot. The Divine, without living, 
cure, or lecturefhip, may perhaps incur tranfportation for 
illegal marriages, fet up a thcatrical-oratorical-Biling/gate- 
chapel under the fhelter of the toleration-act and the but- 
chers of Clare-Market, or kindle the inward light in the 
bofoms of the Saints of Moor-Fields, and the Magdalens 
of Broad St. Giles’s. 


But notwithftanding thefe thoots ingrafted, as it were, 





into the main body of the profeffions, it is ftill impoffible 
for the vaft multitude of Divines, Lawyers, and Phyficians 
to maintain themfelves at any rate within the pale of their 
refpective employments. They have often been compelled, 
at leaft to call in adventitious ones, and have fometimes to- 
tally abandoned their original undertakings. They have 
frequently made mutual tranfitions into the occupations of 
each other, or have perhaps embraced other employments ; 
which, though diftiné from all three, and not ufually dig- 
nified with the title of Profeffions, may fairly be confidered 
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in that light: fince they are¢he fole means of fupport to 
many thoufands, who toiled in vain for a fubfiftance in the 
three Capital Ones. On thefe Profeffions, and their various 
followers, I fhall here make fome obfervations. 


Tue firft of thefe Profeffions is an Author, The mart 
of literature is indeed one of the chief reforts of unbeneficed 
Divines, and Lawyers and Phyficians without practice. 
There are at prefent in the world of Authors, Do¢tors of 
Phyfic who (to ufe the phrafe of one of them) have no 
great fatigue from the bufinefs of their profeflion: many 
Clergymen, whofe fermons are the moft inconfiderable part 
of their compofitions : and feveral Gentlemen of the Inns of 
Court who, inftead of driving the quill over fkins of parch- 
ment, lead it through all the mazes of modern novels, cri- 
tiques, and pamphlets. Many alfo have embraced this Pro- 
feffion, who were never bred to any other: and I might alfo 
mention the many bankrupt tradefmen and broken artificers, 
who daily enter into this new way of bufinefs, if by perfuing 
it in the fame mechanical manner as their former occupati- 
ons, they might not rather be regarded as following a trade 
than a Profeffion. 


Tue fecond of thefe Profeffions is a Player, The inge- 
nious gentlemen, who affume the perfons of the Drama, 
ate compofed of as great a variety of characters as thofe they 
reprefent. The hiftory of the ftage might afford many in- 
ftances of thofe who in the trade of death might have flain 
men, who have condefcended to deal counterfeit flaughter 
from their right hands, and adminifter harmlefs phials and 
bowls of poifon. We might read alfo of perfons whofe fifts 
were intended to beat the “ drum ecclefiaftic,”” who have 
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themfelves become theatrical voluntiers. In regard to the 
Law, many who were origifially defigned to manifeft their 
talents for elocution in We/tminfler-Hall, have difplayed 
them in Drury-Lane ; and it may be added on theatrical 
authority, that 


But chang’d their pens for truncheons, ink for blood, 


Not even Attorneys have this rage withftood, 
And, firange reverfe ! — died for their country’s good. 


I will not fo far affront thofe gentlemen, who were at any 
time engaged in the ftudy of the three honourable profef- 
fions of Law, Phyfic, and Divinity, as to fuppofe that any of 
them have ever taken up the more fafhionable employment 
of a Pimp. Yet it is certain, that this is a very common and 
lucrative Profeffion, and that very many provide themfelves 
with the neceflaries of life, by adminiftering to the pleafures 
of others. A convenient coufin, fifter, or wife, has fome- 
times proved the chief means of making a fortune; and the 
tongue of flander has often ventured to affirm, that the price 
of procuration has been paid with a place or a bifhoprick, 


Tue moft advantageous and genteel. of all Profeffions 
is Gaming. Whoever will make this fcience his ftudy will 
find it the readieft way to riches, and moft certain paffport 
to the beft company: for the polite world will always admit 
any one to their fociety, who will condefcend to win their 
money. The followers of this Profeffion are very nume- 
rous; which is indeed no wonder, when we reflect on the 
numbers it fupports in eafe and affluence, at no greater pains 
than packing the cards or cogging the dice, and no more 
rifk than being fometimes tweaked by the nofe, or kicked 
out of company: befides which, this Profeffion daily re- 
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ceives new luftre from the many perfons of quality that 
follow it, and croud into it with as much eagernefs, as into 
the army. Among Gamefters may alfo be found Lawyers, 
who get more by being matters of all the Cafes in Hoyle, 
than by their knowledge of thofe, recorded in the report- 
books; Phyficians, the chief object of whofe attention is 
the circulation of the E. O. table; and Divines, who, we 
may fuppofe, were hinted at by a famous wit in a certain 
aflembly, when among the other benefits refulting from a 
double tax upon dice, he thought fit to enumerate, that 
it might poffibly prevent the Clergy from playing at 
back-gammon. 


But the more danger the more honour: and therefore 
no Profeffion is more honourable than that of a Highwayman, 
Who the followers of this Profeffion are, and with what fuc- 
cefs they practife it, I will not pretend to relate; as the 
memoirs of feveral of them have been already penned by 
the Ordinary of Newgate, and as it is to be hoped that the 
lives of all the prefent practitioners will be written here- 
after by that faithful hiftorian, I fhall therefore only fay, 
that the prefent fpirit of diffolutenefs and freethinking muft 
unavoidably bring this honourable Profeffion more and more 
into vogue, and that every Seffions may foon be expected 
to afford an inftance of a Gentleman-Highwayman, 
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